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The limestone pool terrace provides views of the
property's vineyards and the greater views beyond the
Valley of the Moon. {Photographer: John Sutton)
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Vineyard Planning Plan
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Metal and wood trellis over dining terrace modulates the intensity of the
strong summer sun and provides graphic shadow patterns.

{Photographer: John Sutton / Jamie White)
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Layered limestone walls frame the house entry adjacent to bamboo courtyard.
{Photographer: John Sutton)
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Main house situated axially north/south at base of maintain and vineyard
“sea” beyond.
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The limestone pool terrace is anchored by an axis of frees and a stacked stone wall. {Photographer: Jamie White)
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Axial tree plantings and
stacked stone walls announce
the entry into the vineyard.
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Limestone steps at refiecting pool connecting pool terrace to lower level house gallery. (Photographer: Marta Fry}
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The north-south axis of Carpinus fastigiata is captured
in shadow in the early morning hours.

(Photographer: Marta Fry}

Project Summary

Nestled at the base of Sonoma Mountain this 160-acre site marks

an eight-year collaboration of site evaluation, master planning,
vineyard and orchard planting, ancillary structure development, and
the most recent completion of the Main House. A strong agricultural
vocabulary was developed, relying on the repetitious potency of
patterned windrows, hedgerows, vineyards, and orchard grids.
"Domestic landscapes” were developed as interventions within the
greater agricultural landscape. The project represents an assemblage
of buildings within a carefully modulated landscape, a modern villa
framed in an agrarian setting.

Project Namrative

The project site, situated in the renowned Sonoma wine region,

was purchased with the intent of continuing the tradition of grape
production. Its gently roling topography and deep soils is well suited
to grape growing, most specifically, red varietals. MFLA provided
early assessment and site planning for the vineyard development,
collaborating with vineyard specidlists and technicians. Soils were tested
and assessed for specific varietal suitability. Vineyard layout patterns
were developed and vine support structure types designed. Agricultural
requirements greatly informed our master plan with the agricultural
patterning taking precedent as project structures and elements were
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xterior bamboo and stone garden within entry court
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Main house drive court and bridge entry, with reflecting pool below. (Photographer: John Sutton}

tested and sited. Maximum solar exposure
determined vineyard directionality and layout.
Required agricultural roads, agricultural building
sitting and vine terracing patterns formed the
underlying structure of the project.

The "language" in which we approached

this commission was determined early on in

the project. Our interests were in maintaining

an agricultural honesty throughout the site
development. The palette of materials was
selected to expand and sirengthen the

power of this agricultural vernacular. The sitting
of the Main House and ancillary structures

were conceived as insertions into this greater
agricuttural, patterned landscape.

Columnar windrows mark entries and define
horticultural spines that traverse the architecture
and extend info the site. Fastigiated hornbeams
were used as the "stitch" at both the Caretakers
House and the Main House.

The Owners interest in cartfography influenced
the Main House sitting and other site elements,
reflecting in a frue-north house orientation, the
windrows further reinforcing this axis.

The sitting for the 14,000 square foot house
required careful exploration. Collaboerating

with the Architects, we studied a number of
suitable sites settling on it sitting at the base of
Sonoma Mountain. Although challenged by the
shadow pattermns and proximity to the slope, this
prospect provided that Client with expansive
views of their vineyards and the mountain range
beyond. The design of the multi-level house

and its true-north orientation provides a discreet
insertion of the house into the base of the hill.
The glass and stone structure presents itself with
its more "public" eastern face at the vineyard
edge while the private bedroom levels are

sited info the hillside. A quiet, yet sophisticated
palette of imestones, quarizite, cor-ten steel,




ipe, glass, metals, sandsfones, gravels and concrete form
the building blocks of the Main House and overall site
development.

The entry sequence to the Main House begins at the main
drive as one slips past the Agricultural Building and its

stone wadlls. Approaching the house one moves through a
landscape that diffuses the oak woodlands and agricultural
boundaries, approaching the gravel car court the entry is
flanked by stone walls. The garage is carefully concealed
with elegant wood sliding doors, the passageway for its
residents slips past the bamboo-stone court and crosses the
“entry bridge".

Arectilinear reflecting pool slides along the entire length of
the house, inferrupted only by the dining room. Hornbeams
further reinforce the linearity of the house and reflecting
pool. Exterior stone terraces extend both public and private
interiors. Spa, pool and a dining teracedawn form the
recreational elements. The vineyards are designed to meet
the house directly. Pushing the boundaries of the vineyards
further strengthens this relationship between the built and
the agricultural landscapes. The designed landscape
elements are diffused by newly planted meadows and
native tree and shrub plantings as they merge with the
existing hillside oak, bay and buckeye woodlands.

The SONOMA VINEYARD is a project in which an agricultural
acumen combined with a strong horticultural expertise,
and great attention to detailing and craft, resulted in a
minimal, agricutturally-rooted assemblage. I
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Limestone pool terrace with spa scribed by quartzite stone
walls. Pool with infinity southeast edge. Cantilevered ipe wood
sunning bench. Stone-concrete ramp edged with Equisetum to
lower dining terrace and lawn. {Photographer: Julie Gendich)
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Night view of the reflecting pool, south and north of the dining room. (Photographer: John Sutton)
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Believing that the landscape is one of the most potent and lasting forms of cultural expression, the
MFLA Studio is centrally concerned with exploring the intersection of sites with science and art.
Fundamentally, They believe that this intersection takes place at multiple social and cultural levels,
overlapping through time and transforming with evolving context. As a design studio, their challenge
is to uncover these intersections and relationships, revealing and making evident the vast richness

of landscapes, and expressing them in forms that enable vital understandings, explorations and re-
connections o place

The Studio, established in 1990 in San Francisco, offers a breadth of experience in all aspects of the
profession from site planning and analysis through project design and implementation. Their portfolio
is far-reaching, and includes international, domestic and regional projects, from corporate and
institutional campus environments, urban design, parks, streetscapes, historic and cultural restoration,
master planning, hospitality and housing, to estate and residential landscape design.

Their design process is characterized by an interactive approach between users and context and

is highly reliant upon community dialogue and participation, which is critical as increasingly dense
programmatic concerns combine to define landscape design interventions.
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